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REPORT FROM THE ASSISTANT MINISTER

There is no doubt that 2012 was a year full of joy, celebration, and energy which was tempered 
with moments of sadness and loss.  The support staff here at St. Andrew’s makes it a wonderful 
place to do ministry. Thank you to Douglas and Bob for their musical leadership and to Grant 
and Whitney for their daily support. I give thanks, always, for the great partnership that I have 
shared with the Rev. Dr. Ian Victor. Thank you to Ian for his leadership, example and friendship. 
We both felt a deep loss this Fall when our colleague, mentor, and friend, the Rev. Dr. Art Currie 
died.  The patience, humour and gentleness that he gave us all is greatly missed. We also miss all 
of the wonderful members of this congregation who died this year, many of whom provided me 
with much support and care. I have hope in the resurrection but cannot help feeling at a loss 
when I look over and see empty spots in the pews. 

Thank you to the Session and Committees who work tirelessly at supporting the ministries at St. 
Andrew’s! There were many people who did amazing jobs in assisting with programs. From the 
Ash Wednesday service to the Downtown Churches Association Lenten lectures and soup 
suppers, from the Thanksgiving food drive to the Halloween Hullabaloo. Thank you!

In my personal life there was much to celebrate as Mike and I were married on May 18th. It was 
a wonderful ceremony and celebration that was made all the more special with the many 
congregation members in attendance. We have moved to a small apartment up on Fort St. and are 
enjoying married life with frequent road trips and down time with our cats. Along with my great 
work colleagues I am grateful for the support, compassion and love that I receive from my 
husband!

I continue to focus on “Beyond the Walls” ministry but have also enjoyed the usual pastoral 
visits and worship services. I am happy to assist Ian in worship and am always honoured when 
given the opportunity to preach. I sit on the Christian Education, Congregational Life and 
Mission and Outreach Committees in an ex-officio position. They are such hardworking 
committees! It is a great pleasure to share insights and ideas.  Since Dr. Currie’s retirement Ian 
and I have also been sharing visiting responsibilities. Over the summer I worked with Dr. Currie 
on a “homebound” list in an effort to make sure that no one is missed in our visits. However, the 
system still needs work. If you know of someone who has not received a pastoral visit in a while 
please do not hesitate to let Ian and I know.

The Presbytery of Vancouver Island also keeps me very busy. I am into my second year as 
Convener of the Camp Committee. There were major transitions this year as we accepted the 
resignation of our hard working Executive Director, Lori King, and hired our new Program 
Director, Craig McLeod.  We enjoyed three fun filled family camps last summer and are looking 
forward to three more this coming summer. In the fall I was also appointed as the Interim 
Moderator at Chinese Presbyterian Church, Victoria. Although the Session is small, they are very 
helpful and supportive. This is a major learning curve for us all and I appreciate their support, 
guidance and humour. Your prayers for Chinese Church and their Interim Moderator are greatly 
appreciated!  
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As I look toward my final year at St. Andrew’s I have great appreciation for all of you. Although 
it is hard to know exactly what the future holds I know that God is at work in this place. This was 
by far the best experience a new graduate of Knox College could ask for. I am looking forward to 
assisting St. Andrew’s as we celebrate the retirement of the Rev. Dr. Ian Victor, search for a new 
lead minister and transition in a vacancy. With God’s help, Christ’s example and the Spirit’s 
guidance I hope to serve this congregation to the best of my ability.

Reports on work with the University of Victoria, the Youth Group and Prayers and Pints reported 
under Christian Education.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Jennifer Geddes
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Members  Sabine Teetzel, Colina Titus, Dorothy Reimer, Neil Kempling (Finance and 
Administration), Fiona Ryneveld (Christian Education), Elizabeth Brereton, John Mitchell 
(Worship), Margaret England, Hardy Davies, Saul Preston , Rev. Ian Victor and Rev. Jenn 
Geddes (Mission and Outreach).  The Congregational Life Committee has representative 
members from each of the other standing committees of Session.

An important focus of our mandate is to encourage congregational activities that are for all 
members of the congregation as well as friends, neighbours and those who visit our church. 
BEAN continues to be the mascot and promoter of congregational events.

The committee has promoted the life and events in the congregation with a range of posters, 
bulletin inserts, seasonal pamphlets and articles in the LINK as well as use of the St Andrews 
website. Postcards featuring the “St Andrew’s Red London Bus” are in the pews so that the 
casual visitor or even a concert attender will know about our congregation. Using the creativity 
within the committee we believe and hope that the use of colour and modern design will catch 
everyone’s attention. Recognising that life is busy, we hope that by providing advance notice of 
upcoming events more people will be able to plan to attend.

In April, it was a great privilege and joy to host a party to recognize the many years of ministry 
given to our congregation by the Rev. Dr. Arthur Currie. A giant cookie, a yard of chocolates and 
a cache of chocolate bars was a small token of our recognition of Dr. Currie’s ministry to those in 
hospital or shut in in their homes. It was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate together as a 
family as together we thanked Dr. Currie for his ministry amongst us.

It was with great delight that the Congregational Life committee organised a wedding shower for 
Mike and Jenn. Many people including the Sunday school worked together to provide food, 
decorations and entertainment for an afternoon of joy and celebration as we celebrated the 
upcoming wedding of two very special people in our church family.

December saw the second, and most likely annual Advent lunch. Following the Sunday School 
Pageant, the committee hosted a soup and Christmas cookie lunch. The hall was full, the soup 
pots almost drained and a good time was had by all.

On a practical note, the committee together with willing volunteers spruced up and de cluttered 
the Narthex; new paint, new notice boards and removal of outdated leaflets hopefully has made 
the entrance to the church more attractive.. First impressions are very important and can 
influence whether a visitor omens back again. Of course this is not as critical as the warmth of 
greeting and welcome that a visitor receives the first time that they come through the door of our 
church

The Congregational Life committee continues to be committed to promoting a church family, a 
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place where all can belong, and a ‘place’ where we want to be. And we seek this not just for 
ourselves, but also as a community into which we can welcome new members. If you have ideas 
for events or activities, please bring your ideas to any of the committee members listed above.

Respectfully submitted
Sabine Teetzel and Colina Titus Co-conveners Congregational Life Committee
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MISSION AND OUTREACH 

Committee Report
The Mission and Outreach Committee is made up of 6 dedicated volunteers but the committee 
would like to thank all the people who serve this congregation!  Details on two of our major 
programs to help those in need in our community, the Saturday Breakfast and Mr Quarter, are 
reported below

The Mission and Outreach committee is thankful to Dawn McLean who organized the Carol 
Sing. It continues to grow and we are grateful for her ability to get the word out! We are also 
grateful for David McLean and the Open Church volunteers who help us to run tours of the 
sanctuary on holidays and throughout the summer. This is such an important program as many 
people will comment, “I have lived in Victoria for many years but have never been inside this 
church. Thank you.” 

This year the Mission and Outreach Committee assisted with the Downtown Churches 
Association Lenten lecture and soup supper. It was a great success in which each week a 
different denomination hosted a worship service, soup supper and brief lecture on the 
denomination.  We also shared in a Son-rise service with Lutheran Church of the Cross atop Mt. 
Tolmie Easter morning. These joint projects help us build momentum and partnerships in Christ! 

We also teamed up with the Sunday School and filled a compact car full of pasta for Our Place! 
Thank you to everyone who donated bags of pasta and thank you to Jean Kempling who let us 
fill her car! Finally we raised $100 by partnering with Ten Thousand Villages (A Mennonite run 
fair trade organization and retailer) who gave us %10 of all St. Andrew’s purchases on Dec. 11th. 

We look forward to hosting another Dessert Party in the New Year for Michelle Verwey and 
continuing to support Presbyterian Sharing, Presbyterian World Service & Development, the 
Presbyterian Chaplain at UVic’s Multifaith services and supporting the many missions within the 
Victoria community.

Respectfully Submitted by 
Don MacEachran, Mission and Outreach Convener, and Rev. Jennifer Geddes

Saturday Morning Breakfast
We are thankful for those who volunteer at the Saturday Morning Breakfast for those in Need. It 
takes a great many hours to put the breakfast together month after month. Thank you to those 
who come on Friday to do set up and to those who arrive early on Saturday to prepare the food! 
Thank you to the servers and those who do the clean up. We are particularly thankful to Annette 
Pardais who continues to lead this group! 

Mr. Quarter
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Thank you to Kathy MacKinnon who looks after our Mr. Quarter Fund. With the help of small 
donations she prepared 45 hampers this Christmas for the residents of Our Place.  

Mr. Quarter also provided 20 turkeys for the annual Our Place dinner on Dec. 21st. This dinner 
serves 650 guests. Throughout the year through this fund, new pairs of socks, mitts and hats are 
provided to those attending the Saturday Morning Breakfast. 

Thrift Shop
We thank church members for their donations and encourage more to visit on our open days.  
The first and third Tuesdays of every month10 a.m. till 12:00 noon, basement of the Kirk Hall.  
Many thanks to Maatje Nix for organizing coffee break, biscuits etc.  Thanks to Grant for all the 
help and to Whitney.

We lost a long time member of our staff, Joan Grant, we miss her very much.  Thanks to all our 
staff, Janette, Helen, Louise, Ann and Dora.  Alistter Grant is retiring from the Thrift Shop.  We 
will miss him.

Financial Report for 2012 January – December

Balance forward from 31 Dec 2011 $2701.14
Total Sales Jan 2012 – Dec 2012 $2553.05
Donations
  July 3 - Hospice in memory of Joan Grant $500.00
  Nov 26 – Diabetic Society $500.00
  Nov 26 – Eldercare $500.00
  Nov 26 – Mustard Seed $500.00
Balance Dec 2012 $3254.19

Janette S Hennigar Jan 7th 2013

Treasurer
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Bazaar
Once again, St. Andrew's held a very successful bazaar, on November 17th. The weather behaved until 
1:pm, so we had excellent response from the community, and our members.  Indeed we had over 100 St. 
Andrew's volunteers who made this a community outreach success, as well as a fundraising success. Our 
convenors, who bring this event to an outstanding crescendo each year deserve our thanks: the set-
up/decorating led by Sheelagh Garson and Jean Kempling assisted by Dave Garson, transformed the gym 
into a very pleasant " tea garden"{.
Moria Benard and her team of sandwich makers were in fine form- The egg salad sandwiches winning the 
John Knox tasty morsel award once again.  
Baking-Ann; Books- Debbie, Larry, and Bruce; advertising-Dawn; Toys- Anais, Corinne; Treasurer- 
Peter; Quilting- Bev; TNT- Leona, Sabine, Ann; Thrift shop- Janette; Silent Auction- David, Jack; Fun 
Fair- Duncan; Jewelry- Dianne, Dawn; Hosting/tickets Laurie, John, Betty, Jim; clean up- Hardy, Jerry, 
John.  Added to these convenors were a cast of servers, preparers, and sellers. 
Over $ 8,300 was raised, with 50% going to the restoration fund, 25% to the Saturday breakfast budget, 
and 25% going to the Christmas hampers.
Baking- $1968 Books- $725 Crafts- $1350 Fun Fair- $185 Jewelry $ 1681 Quilting $ $314, Silent 
Auction-$610 Tea- $1457 Thrift- $229 Toys and Puzzles- $ 215. And to Mary McColl who won the 
smartie jar by guessing the closest number in the jar, we want to know how many blue ones were there in 
the mix????
Thanks to all, remember November 16th 2013 is the next mini miracle on Courtenay Street- 

Submitted by David McLean and John Mitchell on behalf of all the above and others. 
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Quilting and Knitting Group 
Our group consists of Elma Bodenchuck, Joane Davies, Margo Morrison, Louise Turner and 
Bev. Higgins. This past year our group decided instead of meeting every Thursday, we would 
meet once a month.

Our efforts are to provide items for the November Bazaar. This past year our knitter Louise 
Turner made numerous beautifully knitted sweaters. Elma worked at home on knitted tea towels 
and book markers. She helped us out greatly with her bountiful supply of items. Norma Sills 
always brings us some beautiful quilted   items and we are thankful for her fine work and 
generosity. Joane, Margo and Bev. continue to piece squares together and make small quilts. 
These quilts if not sold may go to The Women's Transition House or Michele Verwey's Indian 
Mission work.

While listening to people looking for items at the bazaar this year I overheard what was needed. 
Here is a list of ideas for 2013 Bazaar: Knitted Slippers(I have a pattern), socks, mittens, tea 
cozies(2-4 cup size), aprons, touques, scarves, Dicken's Gloves, knitted cotton dish cloths, tea 
towels. If anyone in the congregation would like to help us with some of the above items that 
would be very much appreciated.

 Our helpers this past year at the Bazaar were: Margo Morrison, Elaine McCornquodale, Norma 
Sills, Elma Bodenchuck and Bev. Higgins.

Respectfully submitted by Beverley Higgins

Prayer Team  
 The prayer team comprised of about 12 individuals who prayed for concerns 
as they arose within our congregation and the community at large.  The 
prayer requests were sent out to the team (either by email or telephone). 
 Most months, those of us who were able met together for fellowship and 
updates.  We were happy to add new members to the team this year.  We 
would warmly welcome anyone else who would like to join our small group. 
 Prayer is something all of us can do and it is a great way to support our 
church family and community.  If you or someone you know would like 
prayer, please contact me at 250-589-7413 or info@ruthmccowan.ca  I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the prayer team for 
their dedication and their support.

Blessings! Ruth
www.ruthmccowan.ca 
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St. Andrew’s Health and Wellness Annual Report 2012
The Health and Wellness Committee continues to operate with a very small presence in our 
church.  As a Parish Nurse Volunteer in this congregation, I report to the Minister and to the 
Congregational Life Committee.  

My main involvement with Parish Nursing in the past year was the opportunity to organize a 
Parish Nurse Workshop for BC Nurses which took place on Nov 2/2012.  Nine nurses, eight of 
whom were Parish Nurses, met for five hours and were able to have three full hours of education 
which I organized and facilitated. We enjoyed the opportunity to meet each other over coffee and 
lunch and heard each one discuss the Parish Nurse programs that are taking place at their own 
individual churches in Victoria and Vancouver. It was also a way to envision new and existing 
Parish Nurse Activities and how to meet the challenge of developing or sustaining them in a day 
and age when church attendance is declining and facing limited resources and funds, an aging 
congregational life and all the challenges that these factors bring to each Parish. What a fun day 
we had, as most of us met each other for the first time. We enjoyed food, fun and fellowship, in 
addition to gaining new ideas for our own churches. It was certainly beneficial for me to see 
what other Parish Nurse is doing in their respective churches.  If any would be interested to see 
the Minutes from our Workshop, please let me know and I can show you. It might be of interest 
to you to see the programs with which Parish Nurses are involved.  In Victoria, the most active 
church with a Parish Nurse is First Metropolitan. 

What do I do and how may I help you?  I consider myself to be an Advocate for any who would 
like a helping hand, a friendly presence, or to help/answer/guide you in any health related 
questions or concerns. I can assure you of confidentiality. I would like to offer support between 
you and your family Dr. or your faith community. I am happy to help you navigate the Health 
Care System, network or link you with resources in the community. If I can assist you with any 
educational needs in order to help you understand your health condition or treatment options, to 
advocate for you, help to explain a new diagnosis or connect with a support group, offer a car 
ride, help you find a Family Dr, accompany you to a Dr’s appointment, play a game of Scrabble, 
take you to a Dr’s appointment or go out for a cup of tea with you, I am happy to do so.  This is 
done voluntary and I would be pleased to know if I can help you in any way.  Parish Nurses do 
not take the place of existing health care services but act as Advocates for Health and Wellness. 

This year at our Church, we held several Blood Pressure Clinics at Coffee Hour.  We advertise 
and teach health educational opportunities, offer help or visitation, or welcome questions from 
any church members.  During Morning Workshop this past year, there were several occasions 
when it was necessary to call 911 for members who had fainted or had experienced some health 
problems. I always follow up with them upon discharge from the hospital.  We offer education or 
information about some important Health organizations such as the Heart and Stroke Foundation 
or give educational talks on Cancer Awareness and Cancer Prevention or other related health 
topics.   Over the past few years, seemingly less interest from Parishioners has led to a smaller 
involvement for the Parish Nurse, but I can assure you that I am here to help, in any way 
possible.  If you would like to see any new programs started in the church with which I can help, 
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I am happy to consider doing so but your ideas and involvement are important to the success of 
any such programs.

You may not be aware that Parish Nursing is a growing area of nursing in Canada.  It started in 
Chicago by a Lutheran Minster, The Rev Granger Weisberg, in the 70’s and it has grown 
substantially since then.  It is estimated that there are thousands of Parish Nurses across Canada 
and triple that, in the USA.  It may of interest to you that there are over 70 Nurses in BC 
involved with Parish Nursing or who are members of our Faith and Health Interest Group,( but 
this does not mean that all 70 are Parish Nurses.)

• 34 on Vancouver Island (18 of those are in Victoria) 

• 20 Lower Mainland

• 13—other areas of BC

I am grateful to Adam Hanna, Dance Instructor, who has offered dance classes to our 
congregation, known as Smooth Rhythms, which meet every Monday evening at 6 p.m. in the 
Kirk Hall. Under the tutelage of Adam, the benefit of this type of exercise and the learning 
opportunity to dance is very much appreciated. I am grateful to Hope Harwood who helps with 
Blood Pressure Clinics which we occasionally hold during Coffee Hour.  I am grateful to Dr. 
Tom and Kay Peet who continue to encourage me.  I am especially grateful to Ian Victor and 
Rev. Jenn and others in our congregation who supports me and encourage me with new ideas.  

A Parish Nurse seeks to foster physical, emotional, spiritual, and social harmony leading 
to healthy and healing relationships with God, family, faith communities, culture and 
creation. They have several roles:  (Canadian Association for Parish Nursing Ministry)

• H – Health advisor 

• E – Educator on health issues 

• A – Advocate/resource person 

• L – Liaison to faith & community resources 

• T – Teacher of volunteers & developer of support groups. 

• H – Healer of body, mind, spirit, and community. 

Who can be a Parish Nurse? Registered Nurses with a minimum of two years experience, a 
current RN license in the State or Province in which the faith community is located and 
who have completed a Parish Nurse Foundations course for this specialty practice. 

Sincerely, 

Dorothy Reimer, RN, Parish Nurse, Health and Wellness, 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Mission 
The mission of the Christian Education Committee is to provide opportunities for 
spiritual growth, within the guidelines of the Presbyterian Doctrine. 

The committee obtains and organizes the programs and staffing for the Nursery, Sunday 
school, Youth, Libraries and Bible Studies. As well, it oversees the scholarships given to 
youth and candidates for the ministry. The Christian Education team works in conjunction 
with the ministers and office staff to ensure that services and programs are provided 
during each season of the church year. Committee members, as well as other volunteers 
from the congregation, work alongside the ministers to provide interesting and 
appropriate learning opportunities and materials for families, children, youth, and adults.  
Some of these programs include the youth group, young adults Prayers and Pints, and 
Bible studies.

This year we also included Leading with Care workshops for all of our teachers and 
leaders. The Leading With Care document is a response to the need to care for our 
children, youth and vulnerable adults. It is to ensure the safety of all people in our 
congregation. It is also a tool to support our teachers and leaders. It is a requirement of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada that all teachers and leaders in the congregation have 
knowledge on what is in the document. Rev. Jenn led these workshops in the fall in both 
group and individual settings. Anyone interested in learning more is encouraged to speak 
with Rev. Jenn and have a brief orientation about what "Leading with Care" is all about

Nursery 

We have 10 volunteers to provide a staffed Nursery for most Sundays of the year.  Given 
that most volunteers are also members of other committees or have conflicting duties on 
many Sundays, it is often a challenge to fulfill the requirement of two leaders in 
attendance each Sunday. As a result, we do not have designated people in the Nursery on 
Easter Sunday, Pageant Sunday or the June Recognition/Picnic Sunday.  Volunteers feel 
that time spent in the Nursery is most enjoyable and a wonderful way of connecting with 
the youngest in our Congregation, as well as with their parents and/or grandparents. We 
are also grateful for those that are not on the Roster, but fill in at the last minute when 
there is a “glitch” in the Nursery staffing.  Ardath Shand does an excellent job of 
coordinating the volunteer roster.

Sunday School
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The Sunday school at St. Andrew’s currently supports three classes.  There is a class for children 
in preschool, elementary school and a class for children in middle and high school.

The preschool class accommodates children who are ready to leave the nursery, but not quite old 
enough for the fully structured elementary Sunday school class.  The curriculum is loose and 
varies week to week depending on the children in the class and their desire to participate in the 
activities.  The emphasis is on free play and Bible stories.  Two children attend regularly.  Ellen 
Kierulf has worked with this group several times, supported by parents on a rotation.

The elementary class accommodates students ranging in age from 4 years to 10 years (grades K-
5).  Currently the roll contains 8 children, 5 of whom attend regularly.  The curriculum has been 
prepared by Dianne Penner from One Room Sunday School materials.  Dianne and Stephanie 
Penner have taught the class on many Sundays, but parent volunteers have stepped in to relieve 
Dianne and Stephanie from time to time.  

This year the middle-high school class concentrated on reading Bible verses and viewing 
educational video cartoons that have an amusing but thought provoking message. The videos are 
from a series called Re:form. The series is rooted in historic Christianity, but speaks to youth on 
their level. It empowers youth to discover for themselves what they believe. The video being 
used currently is called Ancestors which explores ancestors of our faith by exposing the real, 
unpolished and unexpected personalities of Old and New Testament Bible characters. 

During the advent season the youth researched the internet for a suitable 
Christmas pageant and decided on a very amusing "Bumbling" Christmas 
play which they adapted for our whole Sunday school. The justification to 
vary from our usual traditional pageant was the idea that if God gave us a 
sense of humour then he too must have a sense of humour. The Pageant was 
respectful but full of humour. This was one of the best yet and it received 
rave reviews.  The lunch following the pageant was a full congregational 
luncheon and was followed by a visit from Santa with gifts for all the children 
(even visitors).

There was no summer Sunday school this year because of low attendance in previous years.  
However, Summer Fun Packs were given to children aged 3 to grade 3, when they attended 
church.  Activity packs were also prepared for children attending church during Spring Break 
and the Christmas season.

The preschool class is new this year and it is located in the Kirk Hall building in what had 
previously been a storage room.  Over the summer the property committee and Grant Shepard 
prepared the room for us and Dianne Penner, Jean Kempling and many other volunteers spent 
many long hours turning the room into an inviting, functional classroom.  

The enrollment of the Sunday school and is constantly changing.  Some regulars from last year 
no longer attend, but six new children have been attending regularly.  Because of the wide age 
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range it is important to maintain three Sunday school classes, but it is difficult to find volunteers 
for the elementary age group and a relief teacher needs to be found for the middle-high school 
class so that Duncan Mackinnon can take some time to attend services. Our children are busy 
with many activities taking up their time outside of church. How do we keep them coming?  This 
is a question that needs to be examined by congregation as a whole.

The Christian Education Committee has been responsible for sending birthday cards to all of St. 
Andrew’s children celebrating birthdays.   We have tried to stay current with names and 
addresses so that children will receive cards and realize that their church is interested in their 
everyday lives.  We are also trying to keep track of those who “age out” of the Sunday School.  
In 2012 approximately 30 cards were sent to children.  

Camps
It was a very busy year for the Camping ministry on Vancouver Island. In January the Presbytery 
received the resignation of our executive director, Lori King, and began the search process. In 
May we were happy to announce the hiring of Craig McLeod, a past Camp VIP camper and staff, 
as our Program Director. Family Escape Camps were held throughout the summer at the 
Cunningham site on Denman Island. These were great outdoor tent style camps in which families 
participated in worship and play together. We also had a very successful Family Camp at 
Rathtrevor Provincial Camp Ground over the BC Day long weekend in August. People of all 
ages joined in learning about God's recreation. Reid and Mary Chudley were fantastic theme 
speakers at this event.
The reality of high ferry costs has caused the Camp Committee to re-evaluate the Denman Island 
property and is excited to announce two Family Escape Camps coming this summer right here on 
Vancouver Island. The first will be at Gordon Bay Provincial campground July 5-7 and another 
will be held at the end of August at Sproat Lake Provincial Campground. We will of course have 
our annual BC Day long weekend Family Camp at Rathtrevor, August 2-5. For more information 
please speak to Rev. Jenn who serves as the convener of the Camp Committee by Presbytery 
appointment but also serves as our congregational rep until a new representative is appointed. 
The C.E. committee does NOT provide programs or staffing for Camp VIP, but instead has a 
liaison member on the Camp VIP committee.

Scholarships 
In 2012 we had fewer applicants than in other years.  There were no applications from the 
Seminary colleges in Montreal, Toronto or Vancouver but this was likely due to the fact that we 
did not send notices to the individual colleges about the availability of funds because of 
pressures on our budget.  As a matter of fact, it is only recently that notices have been sent to the 
colleges. We did, however, recently receive an application from a member for a bursary from the 
St. Andrew’s Higher Education Fund.  We also received an urgent request for assistance from a 
child of a member over the summer.  Assistance was needed for purchasing books for a very 
specific university course.

Bible Study 
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Bible Study was held at the home of the Rynevelds and the study was on the book of Mark.  It 
was led by Dr. Victor on a weekly basis for the first part of 2012 until the summer break.  In the 
fall, Dr. Victor held a 6 or 7 week Bible Study on the book of Acts at the home of Alma 
Alexander.  Dr. Victor will conduct a further 5 week study at Bruce and Ruth McCowan’s home 
commencing February 18th 2013 and concluding on March 25th.  The study will be on the book 
“Surprised by Hope” which offers a challenging and inspiring look at what we hope for in life, 
death and beyond.  Further information is available from Dr. Victor (revian@telus.net or 250-
858-5648)

Adult Borrowing Library
The Adult Borrowing Library continues to be housed in the church office on Courtney Street. 
 These books may be borrowed simply by signing them out and then signing them back in when 
returned.  The library is open during office hours on weekdays, and during coffee hour on 
Sundays.  There are approximately 170 books of various types, including Bible commentaries, 
biographies and fiction.  Information on the library collection is regularly included in the Link 
and sometimes in the bulletin.  The congregation is welcome to suggest books that they would 
like to see included in the library.  Please make suggestions to the ministers, office staff, or 
members of the CE Committee.  We are fortunate to have a library at St. Andrew's and encourage 
everyone to take advantage of this resource .  

Children's Borrowing Library 
The Children's Library is located in the Elementary Sunday School classroom. During the past 
year, over 100 children's books have been donated to St. Andrew's Presbyterian by the 1000 X 5 
book recycling project. Retired teachers sort and bag used children’s books that are in good 
condition, and these are then given to families to support literacy development.  The teachers are 
unable to give books with religious topics to families of varied backgrounds, so the appropriate 
Christian books are given to St. Andrew’s and other churches. Donated books are selected for 
their suitability to be used in our church. Many of the books are being used in the Nursery and 
Preschool classroom to support the children's learning. The remaining books were placed in the 
Children's Library and can be borrowed by children and their caregivers, as well as Sunday 
school volunteers. Books can be borrowed from the Children's Library simply by signing them 
out and in. Over the Christmas season, the Christmas books were located in the Lower Hall to 
facilitate borrowing when the regular Sunday school program was replaced by learning pack-
ups.  Families enjoyed many of the books over the festive season.  

Committee Members 
The Christian Education Committee is made up of the following members: Dianne Penner 
(Convener), Ellen Kierulf, Duncan Mackinnon, Fiona Ryneveld, Ardath Shand, Laura Richards 
and Rev. Jenn Geddes. Rev. Dr. Ian Victor provided support and input as well and led Bible 
Studies. The members of the committee, as well as working to plan events and organize 
programs and materials, also volunteer in the Nursery, Sunday School, libraries, and with 
programs for the adults and youth.   This report has been compiled with input from committee 
members regarding the areas of Christian Education in which they are most closely involved.
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Respectively submitted 

Dianne Penner 
Christian Education Committee Convener 

UVic Chaplaincy
My Chaplaincy work at UVic is never idle! I have thoroughly enjoyed teaming up with the 
United Church Chaplain at the Learn to Meditate Workshops and have shared in the leadership at 
the Meditation Retreats. St. Andrew’s has played an integral role at the meditation gatherings by 
providing soup suppers for the students. We have upwards of 60 students attending these free 
meals and we know they are extremely grateful. A big part of this ministry is about feeding both 
the soul and body! I also continued to work as one of the Work-study supervisors. The Multifaith 
Services department every school year hires 1-3 students to assist us. I, along with the Lutheran 
Chaplain, serve as their supervisors, meeting with them weekly, providing them with guidance 
and encouragement and helping to implement new programs. We enjoyed leading events this past 
year such as, “Anti-Depressing Day”, “Hope Grows and Gratitude Blossoms” and “Campus for 
Compassion”. The University is such a unique setting for ministry and I thoroughly enjoy the 
team at Multifaith Services. I am looking forward to working with them some more in the 
coming year!

The Rev Jennifer Geddes

Youth Group and Prayers and Pints
I enjoyed another year of running both the Youth Group and Young Adult Prayers and Pints as 
well as supporting the various outreach programs. These are unique places where talk of God, 
Christ’s sacrifice and the Spirit’s guidance are regular conversation. It has become increasingly 
challenging to find a time when all the youth group members can gather together as they are all 
very busy with school, extra-curricular activities and jobs! It is a new challenge that many youth 
ministry programs are facing. We did however; enjoy studying “Tough Questions” and “Popular 
Culture’s response to Jesus”. We will continue to meet throughout 2013 and are looking forward 
to participating in joint Sports Nights with the Chinese Presbyterian Church. 
Some members of our Youth Group and Young Adult Group attended the triennial Presbyterian 
youth gathering, Canada Youth, this summer in St. Catherine’s, Ontario. The theme was “On 
Fire” and indeed the Spirit was leading us in great worship, play and study that week. While I 
was serving as Recreation Coordinator at the conference I still enjoyed seeing Alastair, Larissa, 
Andrew, Shannon and Skyler form new friendships and bonds as well as deepen in their faith. It 
is with great excitement that Canada Youth announced that it will now be every 2 years! Be sure 
to keep an eye out for upcoming youth who would be interested in attending. Thank you to 
everyone who supported our youth and young adults through prayer, finances and 
encouragement.

 
The Young Adult Prayers and Pints continues to meet most last Sundays of the month. We enjoy 
fellowship, conversation about “The Living Faith” and prayer. It has been a privilege of ours to 
support Michelle Verwey while she works in India and Kim Wicks who recently married in New 
Orleans where she now lives with her husband, Jeremy. 
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The Rev Jennifer Geddes
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WORSHIP

Worship Committee Annual Report

Mission:

To facilitate the worship services and other activities taking place in the sanctuary.

Objectives:
Provide materials to support worship

• To ensure worship materials, such as sufficient numbers of hymnals and same version 
bibles, are available to the congregation.

• Ensure sufficient personnel as needed

 Assistance will be provided to services and activities by

• ushers

• musicians

• sound system operators

• lay readers

• assistance to the ministers and others as required

Members of the Committee are:

Convener     John Mitchell   
Sunday Bible Readings Lawrie Matheson  
Floral Arrangements Sheila Mitchell  
Ushering Alister Grant  
Funeral Ushering John Mitchell  
Sound System Scott Bernard                
Communion Preparation David Garson   

Sheelagh Garson  
George Smith  

Choir Representative George Smith  
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Bell Choir
Ex-Officio Member Rev. Ian Victor  
Ex-Officio Member Rev. Jenn Geddes  
Ex-Officio Member Sabine Teetzel (Clerk of Session)

Along with the regular Sunday services, Worship Committee assists with the arrangement of other 
services  during  the  year,  such  as  those  on  Ash  Wednesday,  Good  Friday,  Remembrance  Day, 
Christmas Eve, special services of Hope and Healing, and funeral/memorial services. 

The Communion Tea and Shut-In service was cancelled this  year.  There were only a couple of 
people who were interested in attending the service and sometimes those who plan on attending are 
not able to attend. It was decided to cancel the service and re-evaluate this program. Our ministers 
with  the  help  of  others  have  always  been  ready  to  visit  those  at  their  residence  and  serve 
communion. This policy is always available to shut-in folks.

The lease  agreement  with  the Victoria  Ballet  Company is  working well.  We do recognize  each 
other’s situation when it comes to needed space. In most cases the Ballet Company postpones their 
programs when a funeral or memorial service takes place or a special service is to be held in the 
sanctuary.

The year ended on a very happy note with the return of Douglas Hodgkinson our director of music 
and organist. Many thanks go out to Bob and Sylvia Goodwin. Bob, for filling the role of organists 
during Douglas absence and to Sylvia for the wonderful solos she gave during Sunday services. 

As usual the worship committee is looking for assistance with ushering, operating the sound system 
and special services. If you wish to help in any of areas please phone the office or speak to any of the 
members on the committee.

Thanks to David Garson for all his help while serving on the committee. David is starting with the 
Property Committee in January but will still help with ushering and communion prep. At the end of 
December I stepped down as convener of the Worship Committee and Session is now looking for a 
replacement. 

Convener John Mitchell
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St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Choir
The purpose of our choir is to lead the congregation in Sunday Worship through hymn, song and spiritual 
selections. As a Church choir, we offer our gifts of music and we are grateful to our Choir Directors, you, the 
congregation and our Ministers for appreciation and encouragement. We feel honored to be able to serve in this 
way and we look back on the past year with a sense of thanksgiving. Thank you for this yearly opportunity, 
through our Church Reports, to share our choir news with you, recap the past year and as a group, express our 
appreciation.

Our Choir is a group of volunteers who like to sing and who give of their time and talent. Each choir member is 
to be thanked, commended and acknowledged for their gifts of time and music that are faithfully given to our 
Church. Weekly practices on Thursday evenings, in addition to a Sunday morning practice, just before the 
weekly Worship Service are the times that we meet in order to practice what you hear on Sunday mornings. Our 
music is carefully selected, practiced and rehearsed with a sense of reverence and by doing so we anticipate 
how our music is used to “make a joyful noise unto the Lord”. We also wish to publicly thank our Organists and 
Choir Directors, Douglas Hodgkinson and Bob Goodwin for their contribution to Worship through their 
professional work and encouragement as they lead us each week for choir practice, for organ selections and for 
their huge contribution to our Worship Service. Music is such an integral part of Worship and we are so 
fortunate to have these professional musicians to direct and guide us.    

Choir members: 

Organist/Choir Director: Douglas Hodgkinson, Bob Goodwin

Soprano: Anne Bell, Barbara Forsyth, Stella Higgins, Jeanette Hennigar, Elaine McCorquodale, Sylvia 
Goodwin, Dorothy Reimer

Alto: Moira Bernard, Leona Johns. 

Tenor: Brian Titus, Bill Higgins

Bass:  Bob Bell, George Smith, Jack Reimer, Tom Shaffer, Hardy Davies

Our church family experienced some hard times and setbacks this year but as with all families, there were joyful 
times with many good laughs. We are sad to announce two resignations from two valued choir members during 
the past year. Tom Shaffer, Bass, and Bill Higgins, Tenor, have retired.  Tom served with our choir for eight 
years and Bill, for 25 yrs. We miss their presence and voices dreadfully and we wish to publically thank them 
for their voluntary contribution to our choir for such an extended time.  I hope this presents an opportunity for 
any of those in the congregation who would like to step in to fill these empty spots.    

We were also very saddened to hear of an extended health problem experienced by our Organist and Choir 
Director, Douglas Hodgkinson.  His presence was sorely missed but now, almost one year later, we are 
delighted to welcome him back after an extended medical leave. We are so happy that he is experiencing good 
health and we continue to pray for him and wish him well.  In the meantime, we were most fortunate to 
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welcome a substitute organist andCchoir Director, Bob Goodwin, who led us through the spring and summer 
sessions during Douglas’s absence and he delighted us with his cheerful presence, excellent instruction and new 
music. His wife, Sylvia Goodwin, also joined the choir and offered her beautiful soprano voice to our group.  
She gifted our congregation with many lovely solo pieces, accompanied by Bob and we often enjoyed hearing 
their piano duets, especially during the summer time when choir takes a break from our normal routine. We are 
so grateful to this team of wonderful musicians that enabled us to keep on going, without missing beat or a 
chord and they encouraged us during this time of transition while Douglas was away.  We are happy to report 
that Douglas is now back and for the time being, Douglas and Bob are sharing the Ministry of Music as our 
organists and choir directors.

We were also saddened to hear of the death of another previously retired, lifelong choir member, Helen Yost. 
Even though she had not been in the choir for some time, we are feeling the loss of this wonderful woman who 
was a part of our choir family for so long and who contributed so much to the life of our church. 

We are sorry to hear of the recent illness experienced by Hardy Davies, who has often stepped in for brief times 
to fill a void in the Bass section when some members have been away. He has done this quietly and with great 
reverence and we are appreciative of how thoughtful he has been to help us.  Others in the congregation have 
also joined us this past year for occasional services such as Easter and we thank each one for stepping in, even 
for a brief time.  May I also ask and suggest that even if you do not want to be a fulltime Choir member, for the 
whole year; would you like to join us on occasion? Perhaps the upcoming Easter time will be a good time to 
experience our new music, some choir instruction and enjoy a different routine on Sunday, as you join our choir 
group.  No long term commitment is necessary.  Join us for a few weeks and give it a try! We are in need of 
additional voices and would love to extend an invitation to those who might wish to consider how you might be 
able to help our group.  Please talk to any of us and give us ideas or offer suggestions.  

An attempt to hold a Sunday afternoon Hymn Sing event and afternoon Tea for all Presbyterian Churches in 
Victoria last May did not fare well and we had to cancel this opportunity at the last minute, since we had not 
received any affirmations of attendance from other churches.

We had joyful occasions and fun at two Pot Luck Dinner events: one in the summer time at Jack and Dorothy’s 
home and one at Christmas, at Bob and Anne’s home.  Good food, fun, fellowship and more singing are 
opportunities that we enjoy and it is also a chance to get to know each other in a different way.  

On behalf of the Choir of St. Andrew’s, we wish to thank you for your listening ear, encouraging comments and 
your participation in the musical events at St. Andrew’s.  

Sincerely, Dorothy Reimer,  President, St. Andrew’s Choir.
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SERVICES TO MEMBERS

T’nT Annual Report 
The T’nT has had a successful, happy year. We meet on Wednesday nights at 7:30 for 10 months 
of the year and have an occasional get together through the summer. We have 13 members. We 
were delighted to welcome Pat Brown from Ontario; she brings many good ideas and talents. 
Our group hosted a wedding shower for Jenn at Sabine’s home.  To our delight Jenn’s mom was 
able to be there. It was a big surprise and a wonderful time for Jenn and her mom.

We hosted a supper in September, asking all the congregation to bring a photo of what they did 
through the summer. We had good fun trying to identify who belonged to each photo, then had a 
Pasta meal with fruit cocktail cake for dessert. Individual members work all year round preparing 
items for the craft table at the Bazaar. Our group also helps at various functions, helping with 
catering if needed. We were pleased to be able to help with the “appreciation lunch” for Dr. 
Currie.

As an outreach we also put together a New Baby Bag. This is given to newborns in our 
congregation.  We include a handmade double-sided receiving blanket and bib, hand knitted 
sweater, book and other small items.

We would like to recognize those who come to help us with functions, lending a much-needed 
hand in the kitchen, or with decorations and not to forget the men who spend many hours doing 
their bit.

The group is always willing to have more people to join with us. The meetings are a wonderful 
social time and some serious work at times. Please join us.  You may contact either Leona Johns 
(250-598-9450) or Mary McColl (250-477-5320)

Mary McColl

St. Andrew's Friendship Club
The purpose of St. Andrew's Friendship Club is to promote Christian Fellowship among adult 
members of our congregation by holding a variety of social events and activities throughout the 
year. 

During 2012 the Club had another successful and enjoyable year, and I would like to 
acknowledge the contributions of outgoing committee members Jack deZeeuw and Larry 
Sainsbury and continuing members Laura Richards and Nancy Duke to that success. 

In March, thirty-three of us attended an IMAX showing of the dramatic adventure film 'Lewis & 
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Clark: The Great Journey West', followed by lunch at Samuel's Restaurant in the Queen Victoria 
Hotel on Douglas Street.

At the end of May, thirty-nine members and guests shared lunch in the Kirk Hall, after which 
Maureen Alexander, president of the Bamberton historical society and curator of the Bamberton 
museum, gave us a presentation on the intriguing but little-known history of Bamberton, the 
present-day ghost town just south of Mill Bay that boomed as a company community in the early 
1900s.

On a lovely sunny day in August, twenty-four of us visited Point Ellice House on the Gorge 
waterway for a tour of this historic Victorian home and gardens.  After the tour we were served a 
delicious Victorian-style English afternoon tea on the lawn.

And, to round-off our year, thirty-three members attended the club's Christmas luncheon in the 
Royal Colwood Golf Club, where, as well as enjoying a fine buffet lunch, they were wonderfully 
entertained by the music of our own Bob and Sylvia Goodwin.

We invite all church members, adherents, and their guests to join us at the social events we have 
planned for 2013. 

Bill Duke

Ladies Breakfast
The Ladies breakfast continues to meet on the first Saturday of each month in the Cafeteria on 
the top floor of the downtown Bay. The food is good, the view of the harbour beautiful and the 
company good. The attendance varies as much of the topics of conversation. We enjoy a time of 
fellowship with no preparation and no dishes to wash. On occasion we have got talking to other 
women in the line-up for breakfast and they have joined us at our table. Come and join us and 
bring a friend or neighbour.

And a bonus – the breakfast is such a good deal that we also ‘pass the pot’ to collect funds 
towards the installation of a lift or elevator to increase the accessibility of the church hall.

Respectfully submitted Sabine Teetzel and Colina Titus

Men’s Breakfast Club
The main purpose of this group has been to provide for some fellowship and support both for one 
another and for our visitors.  It gave us an opportunity to know more about and help one another.  
It has also given us the practical opportunity of being able to walk down the street to St. 
Andrew's either before or after our breakfast.  This has enabled us to do a few extra chores like 
setting up for the coffee hour which follows our Sunday morning worship services.  

 

Last year we met once per month 11 different times.   We always met at 10 a.m. in the Bon 
Appetit Cafe on the 5th floor of the downtown Bay Centre.  Our usual meeting was the 3rd 
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Saturday of the month.  In November we met on the 4th Saturday, so that we could support the 
church bazaar which was held that day.  In December we cancelled our meeting so that we could 
support the Friendship Group luncheon which was held on the 3rd Saturday.

Help make 2013 a warmer place in St. Andrew's.  You can do this by supporting our actives in 1 
way or another. Direct a friend, bring a friend, be a friend or make a friend. Remember Jesus 
who is our friend.  What would He do?

For a ride or info regarding parking please contact Bruce McCowan.

phone: 250-881-5155 or email: brucemccowan@ymail.com  
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ADMINISTRATION

Administration Committee
The Admin Committee continues to oversee the church office working closely with the 
administrator, Whitney Hanna.  The office is a very busy place with a fairly constant flow of 
people to be buzzed in the door as well as phone enquiries concerning rentals , church concerns, 
bulletin announcements etc.  With the logistical changes in the sanctuary building which we are 
now sharing with Ballet Victoria and the Academy of Ballet, Whitney is the go-to person if you 
need to know which space is available.

I am no longer the only member of the Admin Committee, Sheelagh Garson agreed to join me on 
the committee and is taking responsibility for the kitchen - her report is follows.

We are still in the process of determining what exactly are the responsibilities of the 
Administration Committee, and that seems to be a work in progress.  Please contact me if you 
have any questions or concerns.

Leona Johns

Envelope Secretary
The Envelope Secretary works under the direction of the Finance Committee and is responsible 
for making sure that donations are attributed to the correct donor as well as the designated fund. 

Four counting teams headed by Moira Bernard, Laura Richards/Margaret Blair, Bruce 
McCowan, and Christine Clarke count each Sunday’s offering and take the deposit to the bank.  
The counting team members are:  Mary McColl, Margaret England, Roger Bernard (spare), Hope 
Harwood, Margaret Blair, Louise Turner, George Smith and John Mitchell.  Each counting team 
works for one month (weekly) and then has three months off.  We are very fortunate to have such 
dedicated individuals willing to give of their time to do this necessary work.  

Once the donations are counted and the deposit is made, the offering envelopes with all the 
information is then given to the envelope secretary to balance against the weekly deposit and 
input for fund allocation etc and to generate tax receipts.  I go into the church finance office once 
a week to input the information into the data program and generally keep all the information up 
to date. 

Thank you to Whitney for address changes etc that helps me keep all the information current.

Leona Johns
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Kitchen
Part of the mandate for the Administration Committee is to oversee the activities which take 
place in the kitchen in the Kirk Hall.  The past few years have seen an enormous increase in 
activities at our church and one of the busiest areas is the kitchen.  

It is essential that we maintain our kitchen in a way that makes it a pleasure to work in, 
acceptable to the health inspectors and gives us pride when we share it with others.  

Thank you to those who make an extra effort to ensure that the kitchen is left in good order after 
use.  We all have different systems that we use in our own homes but in our church kitchen we 
need to all work together.

We were very fortunate this past year to have had several donations of equipment for our 
ongoing use.  David Caul donated 21 dozen plastic juice glasses for use at our Saturday Morning 
Breakfasts and also donated a new 100-cup coffee urn.  The glasses will eliminate the need to 
use disposable glasses and the coffee urn is very timely as our present urns are beginning to show 
their age with frequent use.  Mary McColl donated 12 dozen plastic water glasses for general use 
at events.  These are a much better size than the tiny juice glasses that we had been using.

Thank you to both for their thoughtfulness in these contributions.  It is much appreciated.

Sheelagh Garson

Property
The on-going care of our Heritage Red Brick Sanctuary, and our cement brick Kirk Hall continues to keep 
us busy. We have had a risk assessment done by our insurance company, and added office procedures as a 
result. Carbon monoxide monitors were added about the furnace room, and reviews of our fire alarm 
systems are on-going.  Hardy and Grant worked with the Sunday School to transform the old work room 
(upstairs in the Kirk Hall) into a class room. This needed to meet the Living with Care standards, so we 
now have a wonderful Dutch door. 
The Heritage Trust has granted St. Andrew’s an extension till May 2013, to provide our plans for the 
refurbished roof. Charles is working on this project, along with Ballet Victoria, to determine how a Heat 
Pump or air exchange system would work with the roof replacement plans.
The work Grant and Bruce continue to do on our outside mini-gardens is well received. It is difficult but 
important to soften up the downtown with flowers. The roof but really the gutters are a on-going issue, --it 
is the sea gulls---silly 

Our outside users are delighted with the space, the acoustics and our staff support.  This is a community 
support that St Andrew's does supply a public space in the downtown. Our major tenant Ballet Victoria is 
enjoying being in our space, we enjoy them being about the place.  There are access issues that arise from 
time to time, but are resolved in a responsible manner.  The work in the Lecture room is not finished yet 
and that will be done in 2013.
 
One of our continuing issues at property and Session is level and type of insurance on the buildings and 
also coverage for programmes, our volunteers, and our staff. As such Session determined to continue with 
earth quake insurance.  We undertook an updated replacement cost estimate for the buildings and 
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contents.  D R Coell and associates undertook this work in the fall, and we now have a valuation date of 
October 30 2012.  It shows that replacement value is currently--- $ 8,197,000.  By having this work done, 
we are able to get rid of the co-insurance issue that our insurance company, was going to invoke if we did 
not have a current appraisal.  This means that our insurance costs will go up in 2013. See Jack's budget 
for 2013.

I would like to thank Bruce McCowan, David Buchanan, Kelli Shand, Bill Higgins, Gerry Verway, Hardy 
Davies, Charles Kierulf for giving their time and concern for our special place.  The committee would 
like to welcome Dave Garson to our team, although he has been in fact a member for years.  Also 
continuing thanks to Grant Shepard for helping all of us, and to Bruce for covering for Grant during his 
holidays..... David McLean 

Archivist
The principal activity this year has been to complete research on the role of the church during the 
First World War.  This paper will soon be added to our history web site.  In addition, we 
responded to a number of requests for information concerning family members.  Over the next 
year, a new history web site concerning Victoria in the Great War 1914-1918 will be launched.  
We hope that St Andrew’s will be part of that project.
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