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ADVENT 1A



ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WELCOME

PRELUDE: ‘Wake, awake a voice is calling’  by 
Johann Walther

INTROIT: ‘Light of light’ by Joel Raney (in two 
parts.)

CALL TO WORSHIP: RESPONSIVE
Advent is a time of reflection and renewal

God of light, shine in our hearts and renew our 
hope.

Advent is a time of self-examination.
God of light, shine in our hearts and strengthen 

our resolve.
Advent is a time of joyful expectation. 

God of light, shine in our hearts and renew our 
faith.

Advent is a time of service and searching. 
God of light, shine in our hearts and ignite our 

compassion.

(The lighting of the first advent candle.)

God of light, we pray today that You will fill us 
with hopeful expectation, and that You will cause 

us to become Your children of light. Help us to 
spread Your light into the world around us.  Help 
us to recognize our opportunities to brighten the 

lives of others.  Help us to live each day as 
beacons of love filled with joy, peace and hope.  

Amen.

HYMN #127  Sleepers, awake!

TIME FOR THE YOUNG & YOUNG AT HEART



ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: UNISON
O God, the stories of our faith have lost their 

luster. We have heard the prophecies so often, 
the promises retold, the call to prepare 

ourselves for Your coming repeated so often, we 
don’t really hear them anymore. We have 

replaced these messages of life: with guessing 
what the Season will bring us. Bring us back to a 
sense of mystery: a sense of awe and wonder, a 
sense of excitement and anticipation, a sense 

that a fresh vision of hope is soon to break into 
our everyday world.  Amen

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In this season of waiting, the Good News is this: 
We have received God’s gracious and unmerited 
forgiveness. We will move toward God’s wisdom 
and away from self-absorption. God has heard 
our promise and will restore us to new vision. 

This is our Advent hope and our Easter promise.  
Thanks be to God.

HYMN #129  Prepare the way, O Zion

CHORAL ANTHEM: ‘Night of Silence’ by Daniel 
Kantor

MISSION MOMENT: Patti Jackson

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
God of hope and healing, we turn to Your Word 
to hear Your will and Your wisdom for our times.  
Open our hearts and minds by the inspiration of 
Your Holy Spirit so that we might hear what You 

are saying to the church through Christ, Your 
Living Word.

SCRIPTURE:  Isaiah 2:1-5 (pp 631-632 OT) & 
Matthew 24:36-44 (pp. 27-28 NT)

MEDITATION: The Blessing of Waiting



ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

MUSICAL REFLECTION: ‘Interlude on the 
Coventry Carol’ by Lloyd Webber

INVITATION TO OFFERING

HYMN #717 We cannot own the sunlit sky

HYMN OF PRAISE #110 ‘Come thou 
Long-Expected Jesus (1 verse only)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God, our hope and our help, receive our gifts as 

seeds of gratitude for Your gift to us in Christ 
Jesus. Bless these seeds with growth so that hope 

will sprout in people who struggle with despair, 
and places trying to rebuild after devastating loss. 
Be their hope and their help, through Christ our 

Lord.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S 
PRAYER: Debts/Debtors

Hymn  #765 We’ve a story to tell to the nations

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
Go in hope this day, and keep awake! 

Watch for signs of God at work around you and 
within you.

 Look for opportunities to serve others in Jesus’ 
name.

And may the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, 

that you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit 

and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

AMEN: Amen! Amen! Hallelujah, amen! (x2)

POSTLUDE: ‘Pièce d'Orgue’ by J S Bach



Please Join Us 
For Coffee 

Afterwards In 
The Kirk Hall!

Thank you for joining in worship at
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church in 

Victoria

TRANSITIONAL MINISTER
The Rev. Mitch Coggin

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Christine Purvis


