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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

LECTIONARY 
READINGS

SUNDAY FEB. 25

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25

Mark 8:31-38 OR Mark 9:2-9

♪ SUNDAY’S MUSIC ♪
Prelude

“Pie Jesu” from Requiem by Gabriel 
Fauré 

Choral Anthem
 “Gather by the River to Pray” arranged 

by Pepper Choplin

Musical Reflection
 “Our Father who art in Heaven” by J S 

Bach

Postlude
“Give us peace” by W A Mozart

During this lent I am playing various 
composers settings of "Vater unser im 
HImmelreich" which means "Our Father 
who art in Heaven". This hymn was 
written by Martin Luther in 1538 
paraphrasing the Lord' Prayer. It was 
translated into English in 1863.  The 
tune has appeared with different texts in 
the English and Scottish psalters. We do 
not have this hymn tune in our hymn 
book  A few weeks ago I played 
Buxtehude's arrangement for organ. 
This week I am playing J S Bach's 
chorale prelude on this tune. Next week 
I will play one by  Georg Bohm.

Dear friends,
We value your input regarding important decisions in the life of 
our church; please set aside time to participate as we gather to 
celebrate the year that has passed and make decisions about 
the future. For those not able to attend in person, we are 
pleased to offer an option to join the meeting via Zoom. 

Time: Feb 25, 2024, 11:30 AM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82924327974
Meeting ID: 829 2432 7974

We hope you will take time to read the Annual Report which is 
a summary and permanent record of the year 2023 at St 
Andrew’s. The report will be available for distribution beginning 
on 6 February. Where can you access the report? The report is 
being will be emailed to every household, posted on the St 
Andrew’s website, mailed to those without computer access 
and hard copies made available at worship beginning 11 
February. We encourage you to ask questions prior to the 
meeting by either:

● phoning the church office (250 384 5734) and speak 
with our Church Administrator, Shannon 

● or email session.clerk@standrewsvictoria.ca and we 
will find someone to answer your question and make 
sure you get a reply.

The final agenda will be circulated Thursday 22 February.

Voting

● If you attend the meeting in person or via Zoom, you will 
be asked to vote on the motions presented at the 
meeting.

● A summary of the discussions and motions presented at 
the meeting will be forwarded to everyone, so that those 
not able to attend the meeting will be able to vote. This 
summary will include instructions on how to submit your 
votes.

All votes must be submitted by Friday 8 March

Jerry Verwey, Session Clerk
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PWS&D
Presbyterian World Service & Development 
(PWS&D) 

As we read and hear the news in Gaza and other 
countries around the world we  all wish we could do 
more. We pray for the tireless work of all who 
provide humanitarian work and assistance to those 
in need.

Donations can be made to PWS&D by cheque or 
cash in your church envelopes indicating PWS&D. 
Each and every dollar donated does make a world 
of difference.

More information can be found @ 
https://presbyterian.ca/pwsd/

Patti Jackson, Mission & Outreach

LENTEN STUDY & LECTIO 
AT KNOX CHURCH

February 20, 27, March 5, 12, 19, & 26
Tuesdays at 11:30 pm

Each Tuesday until March 26th we will use the ancient 
spiritual practice of lectio divina to listen to each of the 
Lenten passages for each of the coming Sundays in 
Lent. 

Lectio Divina is a method of praying the scriptures 
that has been around for a long time. It aims at giving 
an awareness of God’s presence through a fourfold 
process, lectio, meditatio, oratio, and contemplatio. 

Lectio is receiving the word of God, meditatio, 
allowing the Word to be present in the awareness – 
giving rise to oratio, prayer, and contemplatio, resting 
in the presence of God.

Bring a bag lunch and engage in spiritual listening to 
scripture as we prepare for the Sundays in Lent.

VIP WOMEN’S RETREAT
This year’s retreat topic is ‘Identity: what is God 
calling you to be?’ with guest speaker Dr. Mona 
Scrivens.  

Rev. Dr. Mona Scrivens has been the Lead Minister 
at Amberlea Church since October 2012.  Mona has 
a passion for every configuration of family and 
believes that it is through families that the church 
extends its reach in nurturing faithful disciples of 
Jesus Christ. Her doctoral thesis focused on family 
ministry outreach and nurturing faithful disciples of 
Jesus Christ with special attention on pregnancy, 
spirituality, and the faith growth of first-time mothers.

The retreat will be held at Camp Imadene at 
Mesachie Lake in Cowichan on April 26th, 27th, and 
28th.  

Camp Imadene offers a serene and natural retreat 
from the busyness and noise of our day-to-day. 
Prepare to enjoy the outdoors, eat excellent meals, 
and fellowship with friends new and old. Rooms are 
double occupancy (dorm style). Guests will be 
housed in two large lodges, providing plenty of 
space to relax.

Space is limited so register early!  If you register 
before March 1, the fee is $230, if you register 
afterwards, the fee is $250. Registration ends on 
March 22, 2024.

If you would like to attend but may need financial 
assistance, the Bursary Committee may be able to 
assist!

To get a registration for, or if you have any other 
questions,  please contact: Meredith Reems, Camp 
Registrar at (250) 668 3299 or  
meredithreems@gmail.com 
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Greetings to Greater Victoria Communities of Faith, 

Many people in Victoria from various groups and as 
individuals have expressed anguish with  the 
suffering in Gaza and Israel since October 7, 2023. 
A small group within Broad View United, a 
congregation of the United Church of Canada, has 
struggled with ways to respond  when our hearts feel 
broken as members of the global family. Along with 
other United Church congregations, we have 
decided to accept a global invitation  by a network of 
Christian organizations and churches with shared 
convictions who are  engaging in a prayerful show of 
solidarity around the world. During Lent (Feb. 14- 
March 28) people have been asked to walk the 
'length of the Gaza strip’. On this Gaza Ceasefire 
Pilgrimage, participants will, with their own bodies, 
prayerfully map Gaza onto their towns  and cities.  

We invite you and others of your faith to join us in 
this global action by participating in a pilgrimage 
walk for a ceasefire in Gaza here in Victoria on 
Saturday March 16th. For more information about 
this global invitation to walk, please check out the 
website: https://www.gazaceasefirepilgrimage.com/   
We are looking for your support and involvement so 
that we might offer the wider community of Victoria a 
show of solidarity and leadership by people of all 
faiths for the people of Gaza. 

An event such as this one has many moving parts 
and it would be good to know if your faith  
community would like to take part in this potentially 
heart-opening initiative for peace. If you are 
interested in helping beyond promoting and walking, 
please let us know. Your involvement on March 16th 
could take many forms: many hands make light the 
work! We welcome any questions you may have by 
email. (Send to graceful@shaw.ca) And finally, our 
thanks in advance for all you can do to lift up the 
Gaza Ceasefire Pilgrimage in  your community and 
network.  

In peace, shalom and salaam,  

Rev. Barbara Hansen, Janet Gray, and Susan Grace 
Draper, on behalf of The Organizing Team for Gaza 
Ceasefire Pilgrimage Walk in Victoria, BC 

Hosted by: Broad View United, a congregation of 
The United Church of Canada and KAIROS Victoria  
Facebook Event Page: https://bit.ly/3unrWpX 
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ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

SANCTUARY
February 25
Sunday
12:00 pm

Please set aside time to participate in this important 
meeting. The Annual Report has been circulated by email, 
posted on the website and paper copies will be available 
on Sunday.

THE LINK DEADLINE
February 25

Please send your submission to theLink@shaw.ca.

LENTEN LUNCH & 
LECTIO

KNOX
February 27, March 
5, 12, 19,
and 26.
Tuesdays
11:30 - 1:00 pm

Members of St. Andrew’s and Trinity are welcome!  Each 
Tuesday we will use the ancient spiritual practice of lectio 
divina to listen to each of the Lenten passages for the 
coming Sunday. Bring a bag lunch and engage in spiritual 
listening to scripture as we prepare for the Sundays in 
Lent.

CUORE PIANO 
TRIO

SANCTUARY
February 27
Tuesday
2:30 pm

Presented by the St. Andrew’s Music Outreach program, 
Cuore Piano Trio is one of the leading Polish chamber 
music groups of the young generation.  Admission by 
donation and everyone is welcome!

TEA FOR TUTU KIRK HALL
March 5 - 7
2:00 pm

Ballet Victoria presents highlights of ‘Dracula’ followed by 
light refreshments.  To reserve your free seat 
tea4tutu@balletvictoria.ca or call 250-380-6063

SUNDAY 
CLASSICAL MUSIC 
SERIES

SANCTUARY
March 10
Sunday
2:00 pm

Presented by St. Andrew’s Music Outreach, The Victoria 
Foundation, and The University of Victoria’s Music 
Department.  Everyone is welcome to enjoy an afternoon 
of classical music!  Free parking Sundays at 745 
Broughton library parkade  and admission is by donation!

SUNDAY NIGHT 
DINNER

KNOX CHURCH
March 11
Sunday
5:00-7:30 pm

This is an opportunity for participants from St. Andrew’s, 
Trinity, and Knox congregations to cook and eat together 
with students from UVic Multifaith on the second Sunday 
of every month. Plan to be part of this community 
experience in the lovely Knox kitchen and lounge!

KNOX CAFE KNOX CHURCH
March 21
Thursday
7:00 pm

Join ‘The Cafe Trio’ for an evening of songs of hearth and 
home!  Admission is $10 which includes light 
refreshments.  Donations are accepted to support the 
work of PWS&D. 

VIP WOMEN’S 
RETREAT 

REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE
March 22

Register early for the retreat on April 26-28 at Camp 
Imadene!  Contact Meredith Reems, Camp Registrar at 
250-668-3299 or meredithreems@gmail.com 

OPEN CHURCH WED. AT 12:00 PM MEDITATION HOUR WED. AT 4:30 PM WORSHIP SERVICE SUN. AT 10:30 AM

ST. ANDREW’S CALENDAR

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church acknowledges and thanks the lək̓ʷəŋən People – W̶SÁNEĆ, Songhees 
and Esquimalt First Nations – on whose traditional land we meet and worship.

THE LINK DEADLINE
March 24
Sunday

Please send your submission to theLink@shaw.ca.

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY

KNOX CHURCH
March 28
7:30 pm

Led by Rev. Mitch Coggin.

GOOD FRIDAY SANCTUARY
March 29
10:30 am

Led by Rev. Laura Kavanagh.

JOHN PRINE 
TRIBUTE 
CONCERT

SANCTUARY
March 30
Saturday
7:30 pm

Presented by Beacon Ridge Productions.  For more 
information and tickets please go to 
https://beaconridgeproductions.com/2023/11/in-spite-of-o
urselves-john-prine-tribute/ 
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